
Marc Mangino


Secondary Praxis 

2/6/10

Who Am I, Musically

Part 1:





Creating music with Creative Sounds
Big Idea:  



Music can be found everywhere and with a fresh pair of ears we can listen to the 
world around us and find art.  The students, with some encouragement and new ideas, 
will be creative with new sounds and natural sounds.

Enduring Understandings:


 Composers, especially in the 20th century, have used “non-musical” or “non-traditional” sounds to create music.


Some of this music, while sounding completely different, is based on simple concepts 


      and compositional ideas. 


The class will play ostinatos to see how rhythmic voices can overlap and create a polyphonic sound.


Students will learn the compositional effect of ostinatos.

Process:



 The class will be handed a list of seemingly ordinary items.  They will be asked: 
“ What do these items have in common?”  I will then explain to them that the items on 
the list were all used to perform music.  

 

In the 1990's a musical group called Stomp performed percussion music using 


“non-traditional” instruments. 



The class will now have the opportunity to create music using found sounds.  



For the first piece the students read an exercise on ostinatos that I wrote.  The 
instruments utilized will be body percussion instruments (snaps, claps, foot stomps, etc.).  
The music is set in two bar phrases, after each phrase another instrument will join in with 
a complimentary pattern.  To finish the piece the reverse effect happens to show a simple 
construction of what an ostinato can do.



Next, the class will have the opportunity to create their music.  First, each student 
will find a sound or “instrument”.  Then, students will be paired and take a minute to 
create their an original pattern to play along with the ensemble in the same fashion as my 
original exercise.

Assessment:


 The individual participants will be assessed in how well they work in a group, 
how well they played their parts with the ensemble and how engaged they were in 
creating new sounds and new patterns.  If applicable they can be examined on how well 
they can read their notated part.

Critical Analysis:


 The students will be encouraged to listen to (and make a list of) the natural 
sounds in the 
world around them.  In the next class, we will exchange thoughts and 
ideas for new “musical instruments”.  Using the sounds that were named we will 
compose a short piece.  

 

Next, the students will discuss and experiment with “real” instruments, the task 
will be to recreate their found sounds with real instruments.  With real instrumentation of 
the found sound we can create a new version of “non-musical” music.

Enriching or Expanding:


-   The students will listen to the music of John Cage to see where these musical 


discoveries began.

·  We will begin with the prepared piano piece Spontaneous Earth
·   After listening to it the class will try to guess what instrument(s) or what found   sounds were used.  


-  After the class guesses we will watch a video of it being performed on the 


prepared piano.

·  Then the next piece will be a to watch a video of a John Cage piece composed      
            with “non-musical” sounds.


- The students will watch a video of a performance of a Harry Partch piece on 
youtube. This will illustrate the possibilities of what a musical instrument 
can be.


-  The class will listen to a song by:  The Red Hot Chili Peppers – Breaking the 
Girl. In this song the Bridge section is performed with many percussive 
found sounds.


        -  The class will listen to music of Danny Elfman.  In his film score for the 
remake of Planet of the Apes he uses made-up instruments similar to 
Harry Partch along with electronics and an orchestra.


        -  The class will listen to music by:  The Nine Inch Nails.  This music uses 
electronics to reproduce the found sound concept in music.


