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Who Am I, Musically

Part 2:





Technology's part in creating sounds
Big Idea:  




Using electronics, musicians have new options of creating and distorting sound.  
Manipulating sound with can be a fun way of composing music.

Enduring Understandings:

·  Electronic “classical” music has been around for about 60 years and has 
influenced 
modern popular music.

-  Electronics may sound different but traditional composition techniques like 

motives and variations sometimes apply.

·  Creating sounds to compose music can be easy.

- With a solid foundation and something to build upon a composer will have options and 

something to expand upon

· Electronic music is not a new idea. 
Process:



The class begins by listening to two pieces of music.  The first is Poeme 
Electronic by Varese and the second Pokerface by Lady Gaga.  We now discuss the 
similarity between the two.  Both pieces use electronics to compose.



Students now have the chance to create to compose.  We will all record a sound, 
as an ensemble we will play our recorded sound to create a groove.  



The question now arises “Why would you record a sound that you can normally 
recreate?”  The reason is that recorded sounds can be manipulated to sound differently.  



Now the class starts experimenting with distorting sounds and in Garage Band.  
For the composition I record a main idea or motif.  As this riff repeats the students are 
asked to add complimentary sounds and record that with the  loop.   As we go around the 
room each student will add their own part to the song.  This in turn will create a groove 
consisting of numerous sounds 



The class will now (with a new pair of ears) listen to the songs again and try to 
figure out what these electronic sounds may be and how the composer wrote their music.

Assessment:


The assessment will be on how the student interacted with the ensemble for the 
performance.  Some musical understandings must be applied to the performance, in that, 
the students should show that they are able to fit into the music.  Also, the students must 
be engaged in the conversations and listening examples.
Critical Analysis:



Students analyze the structure of the music they heard earlier.  We will discuss 
what made the one piece sound abstract or freeform and the other sound organized and 
balanced.
Enriching or Expanding:

-  After the students save their recorded parts they can start digitally manipulating 
the 
sounds using effects to create even more unnatural sounds.


- Students can create multiple parts and develop their own electronic piece.

·  Show examples of electronic music and discuss how the electronic medium can be used  for different purposes.


-  Mycenae-Alpha by Xenakis

·  This is a piece of all electronics.


-  Explosante-fixe by Boulez

·  Music for standard instruments accompanied by electronics.

·  Mikrophonie by Stockhausen 

· This is live electronic music, which is music that is performed by musicians while those live sounds are changed by sound engineers.

 

-  Philomel by Milton Babbitt




-  This piece consists of a tape and soprano.  The work is almost like a 



duet aspect in the fact 
that the tape features the same soprano that 



is doing the live performance.  So in a way the singer is singing 



with herself.


