Percussion and Ensemble 

Brittany Russo, Marc Mangino, Anna Trettin

Grade: 6th

Materials: 

 - shakers

 - hand drums

 - buckets
 - projector

 - rhythms written out


Big Idea: Being musically aware is a key skill for being apart of an ensemble. 
 
Enduring Understanding: 
- How SAB can be applied to percussion

- How critical choices and musical awareness can effect the performance of a piece of music
- How to play with and be part of an ensemble  


Process: 
· The class will discuss the parts of a drum set: 

- cymbals

- tom toms

- (snare) 

-  bass

Discuss that the drum set is a combination of percussion instruments. The teacher will relate the percussion instruments of the drum to soprano, alto, and bass voices. Show video demonstration.

· Show examples and discuss differences and similarities:

- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj1uqZ_3FM0   Blue Devils Drum Line
- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9btCyYdsVSE   West African Drumming Ceremony  (start at about 50 seconds)

Reflection (make a list on the board):  The differences are obvious, however: While both groups are very different types of ensembles, what ties them together musically? How are they aware of each other? What musical qualities are they aware of?  

· Students will break off into three groups and be responsible for one of the rhythms. The teacher will teach the base part and students will continue to play it in a loop.
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· While one group is playing the base part the teacher will instruct them to keep playing and will play the alto part over the base part. Then the teacher will cue the alto group to come in and will play with them for several measures.
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· While the bass and alto parts are playing in a loop the teacher will begin playing the soprano part and then will cue the third group to come in and play with the sopranos for several measures.
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· While all the parts are playing, focus on: tempo, dynamics, and over-all cohesion. Ask: Are we ahead of the beat or behind the beat? Should one part be louder then the rest? 

· Rotate parts and add a different challenge each time the students stop and start to play the piece again: slower, softer, faster. Ask again: Are we ahead of the beat or behind the beat? Should one part be louder then the rest? What is something you want to fix? Ask students to think about the dynamics as well as the dynamic of group.
· Ask students to listen for how their part fits in with the other parts.
· Ask students to think back to the video and the discussion. The teacher will ask the students not to talk about it, but to show those points discussed in the next performance of the rhythms
· Teachers will perform the three parts together, representing a drum-set, while accompanied by Smash Mouth’s, “All-Star.” Students will do the same. They should be aware of the tempo, dynamics, and cohesion. 
 
Assessment: 
The students will be assessed on the way they work and perform with an ensemble. The student’s understanding of playing in an ensemble will be evident through a cohesive and collectively musical performance of the above rhythms.
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